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this view, he asked if we would undertake to cure the
leg at our peril; that is, be answerable for the conse-
quence. To this question Morgan replied that the lives
of his creatures are in the hands of God alone; and it
would be great presumption in him to undertake for
an event that was in the power of his Maker, no more
than the doctor could promise to cure all the sick to
whom he administered his assistance; but if the patient
would put himself under our direction, we would do
our endeavour to bring his distemper to a favourable
issue, to which at present we saw no obstruction. I
signified my concurrence; and Rattlin was so over-
joyed that, shaking us both by the hands, he swore
nobody else should touch him, and if he died his blood
should be on his own head.
In the meantime, the storm subsided into a brisk gale,
that carried us into the warm latitudes, where the weather
became intolerable, and the crew very sickly. The
doctor left nothing unattempted towards the completion
of his vengeance against the Welshman and me. He
went among the sick, under pretence of inquiring into
'their grievances, with a view of picking up complaints
to our prejudice; but finding himself frustrated in that
expectation by the goodwill we had procured from the
patients by our diligence and humanity, he took the
resolution of listening to our conversation by hiding
himself behind the canvas that surrounded our berth.
Here, too, he was detected by the boy of our mess,
who acquainted us with this piece of behaviour; and
one night, while we were picking a large bone of salt
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